Commissioner questions (first-round draft)

1. The Fairview retaining wall proved to be a huge failure; would you have approved that? (discussion: zoning is a hot topic in Buncombe County, but how best to phrase a question about it? Should we instead ask about new inclusionary zoning that calls for projects to have an affordable-housing component?)

2. Do you favor a regional water/sewer system, handing the existing system to MSD or leaving it under Asheville control? Why?

3. Do you support granting domestic-partner rights/benefits for Buncombe County employees?

4. If given the choice of cutting staff or services, or raising revenue through tax increases, what would you do? (the answer seems obvious; how to better frame this question? Home values have possibly decreased during the recession; will you vote to adjust the tax rate so it’s revenue-neutral, or….)

5. Fun question: Who’s your political idol? What’s your favorite movie? (What’s your favorite political movie — think “Manchurian Candidate” or “Mr. Smith Goes to Washington” or …).
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